
Do: 

 Use California natives or drought toler-

ant plants that can endure periods of 

saturation. 

 Keep plants well pruned near founda-

tions and siding to allow adequate ven-

tilation. 

 Minimize fertilization or try organic op-

tions to prevent water contamination. 

 Use rain barrels to collect and store 

water. 

 Use permeable hardscapes for paths 

and other surfaces. 

Don’t: 

 Plant invasive species. 

 Allow irrigation water to drain to your 

driveway, the street, or bare soils.   
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Water-efficient and stormwater 

friendly landscaping helps revive our 

watersheds, creeks, and rivers by 

mimicking nature.  

 Conservation of water, energy and 

habitat through properly spaced 

native plants, low-flow irrigation 

and smart timers, and prevention 

of dry-weather runoff. 

 Increase permeability of soil and 

hard surfaces to allow water to 

slow down, spread out, and sink 

into the ground. 

 Retaining rainwater on-site pre-

vents or at least helps cleanse 

runoff, recharges groundwater, 

and reduces flooding downstream.   



The largest source of water pol-
lution can not be traced to any 
one point—it’s all of us.  Pollu-

tants runoff our buildings, drive-
ways, parking lots, landscap-
ing, and streets.  Landscaping 
that is water efficient and storm 
water friendly helps the health 

of our waterways.   

 

 Check your sprinkler system 

for leaks—Most sprinkler sys-

tems go on early in the morning 

when you are still sleeping.  About 

once a month it’s a good idea to 

turn your sprinklers on and check 

for leaks, overspray, and broken 

or misdirected sprinkler heads 

and emitters.  

 Use water-wise plants 

 Adjust sprinkler pressure—

Pressure that is too high causes 

the water exiting the sprinkler to 

turn to mist, which can be blown 

away even with a gentle breeze.  

Install a pressure regulator to in-

crease the efficiency of your sprin-

klers. 

 Install a rain sensor—Have this 

inexpensive device wired to your 

irrigation controller and it will auto-

matically shut off your sprinklers 

when it is raining.  

 

 Change your sprinkler timer 

battery— If your irrigation con-

troller’s back up battery is dead, a 

power outage will cause it to reset 

to the default settings, which can 

water about twice as much as 

necessary.  Replace your battery 

at least once a year. 

 Smart irrigation controllers –

These controllers automatically 

calculate a scientifically-based irri-

gation schedule using several fac-

tors, including your plant and soil 

type.  These controllers then ad-

just the irrigation schedule as lo-

cal weather changes. 

 

 Install a rain garden—A rain gar-

den is a specialized landscape de-

sign that captures stormwater run-

off from roofs, driveways, or other 

impervious surfaces and allows 

water to sink back into the ground.  

It uses plants to remove pollutants 

and improve infiltration allowing 

water to soak back into the 

ground.   

 Install rain barrels 

 Use pervious hardscapes—

Pervious materials allow runoff to 

pass through and sink back into 

the soil.   

 Use swales in your landscape 

design—Swales are shallow 

channels designed to slow water 

down, spread it out and allow it to 

sink into the soil during low flows. 

 Use ground cover to cover bare 

soil—Ground cover helps slow 

down sediment from being carried 

off-site and into our waterways. 


